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showed an  intense ion at  m/z  260.0901 deriving f rom the 
molecular  ion by loss of  C H 3CO O H  and C H 3 - N = C = O .  
13C-NMR is fully consis tent  wi th  s t ructure  1: [c~ 161.00, (C- 
2), 175.64 (C-4), 151.76 (C-6), 149.27 (C-7), 154.24 (C-9), 
125.20 (C-10), 29.10 (C-I 1), 76.53 (C-I ' ) ,  69.42 (C-2'),  18.86 
(C-3')] 12. Final ly  a gated decoupl ing exper iment  conf i rmed 
the proposed  s t ructure  as being in complete  agreement  with  
the above  assignments;  par t icular ly  the multiplicity of  the 
carbonyl  signal at  ~ 175.64, which appeared  as a quar te t  
(J = 6.5 Hz), fur ther  suppor ts  the pos i t ioning of  the C H  3 
group at N-3. 
Definit ive p r o o f  for the s t ructure  1 including the stereoche- 
mistry at C - I '  and  C-2' was ob ta ined  by the par t ia l  synthesis 
s tar t ing f rom L( - ) -b iop t e r in ,  which was t reated with diazo- 
me thane  in M e O H / E t 2 0  solut ion at  r oom tempera tu re  for 30 
rain. 
2 -Amino-6- [ ( l 'R ,  2 'S) - l ' ,2 ' -d ihydroxypropyl ] -3-methyl -p te -  
r in-4-one exhibits  a g rowth- inh ib i t ing  activity. A s t rong ef- 
fect was observed when  1 was added (concent ra t ion  I i~ 10 .3 
m M )  to two bacterial  cell cultures,  as i l lustrated in the  dia- 
g ram of  figure 1, where only controls  grow to confluence. 
This result fully agrees with the behav ior  of  m a n y  pter idine 
derivatives, whose  effect on  growth  is clearly related to their  
s t ructural  re la t ionship wi th  folate derivatives which occupy 
key posi t ions in cellular metabol ism.  
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Announcements 

Friedrich Miescher-Award 1988 

To commemora t e  the 100-year anniversary  of  the discovery 
of  nucleic acids the Swiss Society for Biochemistry  has  
created the Fr iedr ich  Miescher-Award.  This prize is in tended 
to h o n o r  young biochemists  and  is dona ted  by the Fr iedr ich 
Miescher- Ins t i tu te  of  Ciba  Geigy Inc. in Basel. 

Excerpts  f rom the statutes:  

1. The Fr iedr ich  Miescher -Award  will be awarded  once ev- 
ery two years to a young  scientist for ou t s tand ing  
achievements  in biochemistry.  

2. Preference will be given to candidates  not  older t han  35 
years. Eligibility extends only to candidates  no t  exceed- 
ing their  40th year. 

3. The  scientific work mus t  have been carried out  in Swit- 
zer land or by Swiss scientists abroad.  

Appl icat ions  or nomina t ions  of  candidates  should be sub- 
mi t ted  by November  1, 1987 to the secretary of the Swiss 
Society for Biochemistry:  

Dr.  L. K/ihn,  Swiss Ins t i tu te  for Exper imental  Cancer  
Research,  155, ch. des Boveresses, C H  1066 Epalinges 
s. Lausanne ,  Switzerland. 


